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Ho *‘3‘ divorced "^ilgrid againl^ " 

fets ,.«rVioWnt .bo^.at i 

chase her »way. But it l3 dear that' poor Ingrid is again with(/ut a inatond. Thin 
time hie baharior ia, in a way, worse than the beaUn^ ha Hi hdoiniaterad «mu 



>en ^ay far ten days, and 



J. ! 



be firs t cast her loose/ irow he seems to be just in^f fsrefiti - ’ 

I tove j©en watching them for eight days. I had be< 
as soon as I returned home t^knew what that rascal had don^Z-lhotn a goo^ walks 

- -ft 

alone in the earl, spring aha has no mta. Ine-ld w^ 
first thing I noticed whan I got ho«, in fact, ..a thaf a/ iloi «a in tte 
paatnra. Boharto, Daa and the wild gaaaawere near tjB^ tor of the house ™,itlng 
to be fed. Not once since then has Ingrid cone fbr her goodie's. She apenda moat 

Of her'^ffife ^Szin^, 



Under the consri circumstaajes. 



that is a good thing. Little nourishment 



as there is in the grass in early March in out latitude. 



at least die is eatiig. 



Perhaps there is this difference between the male and female geewe, tie female 
will aat wham her emotional baLnce'haa\een shat4«d. “y erjeriance with the 
psychiatric prhl problema of gaeae, ahppily, has ba«i limited. But I *all newer 
forget the hung® atnlm on rtiich -Big P,/ I apeareted him from one of 

hla «^a. jlittonght he «,uld die of atr/a^arvetion, unless he fimt comaitted 




s 



■'^T . .J 



' suicide by konking Ms heart out, before he too^k a few desultory 



nibb les s t the 



grass. 



is eating hee rtily. ^n fact, i be vek’ t 



wton Msn't grazing. Ofjen alnm fae'ding, al an 4»anal ““ 



dp the sSBie- thing at the" same tine 



seen hs r in the past eight days 

aH of idiom 
among geese, wir«y 



Sbe has been dining so steadily that 
, I barn tognn to .ondar a^iit It. Is aha tiylnglo to- death? la aha 
hacoilng a conphlalTe eaten la aha untroubled by her di^oa -;ih,(feot, haa aha 
becQB® the first goose in my experienee to divorce her getter?.,,' 

Although I have never seen or even h«rd of this,. I suppose it is possible. 

That would explain Roberto* s unnatural tolerance of hSr, if ft can be assumed he 

^;;bS ipdif^xsM divorced. I would expect, had she been the one to 

him, 

leave he*, that he would be carrying on in Ihe traditioibi manner of ganders, making 
a big fuss over her, honking his loie and admiration over her back with his 
beautiful ong neck extended. X. Also, I haven*t saeix hi cahse her, which is very 
imprtant in a goose society during mb tiig se^n.^W often been close to both 
Roberto and Das, without complaint from that Roman of the once-roving eye. 



possibilities, i;cann<A believe Ingrid has sundered 
theii^ renni^.n. Jrd^ really mind having pil her eggs infertile. It would please 



Die if she had turned her fluff 



on him, for that would be both fair end just as 




o 



1 see it-i. ^ nothing to earn his first abaaaoimBnt.;she had neyer 

justified the mean, hard hee^tings he had toen gi-ren her. It would tickle ms is ^ 

if I could heliere Hi at she consorted with him fbr almost a year, accepting his 

ion ... 

protecting and fisTors, such as the tidbits be took from my ^nd -S)^ presented ^ 

only ,to deny teoniii him the conjugal iHiff down on the first pod alble occasion. 

' ^ ^ eannct belieye this is What happened, ^t is too unna^urai. Only 

for one brief period in the entire iyear does nature hmpp^^Cvr^Bi to reproduce. The 

" ' ' ■■■ ■ 

drive is overpowering. Nature impelO Ingrid to reproduce herself. She would not 
fail to do so if she could. She will still lay her Cggsv 'a^d them, 
for longer than the four necessaiy weeks. Nature will compel her to do this, and 
she will follow nature's bidding. But Nature also aate* 

It is all TOry and I really dont know ih at happened* I know only 

that it has happehed, but unless marriage and divorce are goipg to become an 
annual event with them, it hasn't happened the way ±t ^ould have happened. 

Ingrid should not be spending all her ti^ eating. Geese eat, drink, rest 
end eliminate and Ihen repeat eye to, endlessly. ^ seen Ingrid settle 

down once in the past eight days. She just eats, as thou^ each billful might be 
her; tost ^(Roberto should not be willing for her to be near him or Das, but he 

makes no;;jPic;tf^ should never for^'her treats, end until now she hasn’t, 

Usually, the Hixee of them have been tl^ most accurate time-tellers, and from the 




*k 



end. of the:la3t,birBmBg aSaost without exception they were at the back 

■ . / ,' 

gete loudly deiaaMiiig their feed before ahy of the Honkers apriTOd. / 

Npr has any of l&e Honkers shown an interest, in her. ¥ou wouldi^t expect 

; '■ - ,, ■' '■/ i 

\ : i : 

th.m to. Hot etoo Hnpop. tho ^ ol«jo been o botchelop. Th^:«l4;it5.^thonoolt^ 
With .only the B&rried couples remeinl^ slightly remoTOd from the flock. 

It just doesn’t make sense that Roberto, after the loss c^fi Ingrid’s young 

; r. 5 : : i 

lest summer - bastards to him - would have felt such a warm, e^lfciohal >u?-ge 
at her tragd tragedy and have taken her baekminto his family' diDy toIdeny both 
Ingrid and Nature at the most important time. But none of i1; makes sehse. I am 
certain of only one thing - Ingrid wiU be childless again; this ^ 

Site is penSaps the p&rest goose mother I have even seen. But I nonetheless 
sorrow for her, even if she herseld shows not outward sign' of unhappiness. 




